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Nobile's name to the expedition. "For political reasons," he said
mysteriously. He hastened to explain that such a change would in
no way affect the leadership in the North.
Amundsen turned in his chair, faced me, and said: "You must
decide, Ellsworth. For myself, I don't care."
Not without reluctance I agreed to the change in title. As soon
as Thommassen had left, we sent for Nobile and told him what we
had done. We explained that, of course, as our pilot his opinion
must always be considered, but if any difference of judgment arose
during the flight, the decision must be left to a vote of the three
of us. This gave control to Amundsen and me. Nobile seemed to
think this might constrict his powers as pilot and was emphatic in
his insistence, but we would have it no other way. We went into
the North under that arrangement; and when a difference of
opinion did actually arise there, as I shall tell later on, Amundsen
and I voted against Nobile.
After this interview, Amundsen said to me, chuckling: "If the
weather ahead looks good to us, it ought to look good to Nobile,
too." Amundsen always feared that Nobile might want to head
back to Spitsbergen after starting on the flight.
Thus, with everything settled in advance, we went ahead with
the dedication ceremony that afternoon—March 29, 1926. Mussolini
made an impressive speech. President Thommassen replied in
acceptance. Mrs. Riiser-Larsen broke a bottle of champagne over
the N I's bow and rechristened her Norge, the Scandinavian name
of Norway. To the rolling of drums the Italian flag came down and
the Norwegian flag went up. The joint Norwegian-Italian crew
had already given the reconditioned airship a trial run along the
Mediterranean coast.
Great changes had been made in the Norge during the winter,
the main effort having been to get rid of all unnecessary weight
and thus increase her fuel capacity. She had been a veritable air
yacht, with a big luxurious cabin. This cabin had been replaced
by another, much smaller, which was little more than a light
cage with canvas and transparent celluloid walls. The nose of the
ship had been strengthened and ringed for operation from a moor-
ing-mast
The Norge, a. semi-rigid type, was simply a skeleton of three-

